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ÅHow do you define faith?

ÅIƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ Řƻ άƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎέΚ
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James continues his series of tests by which his readers can 
evaluate whether their faith is living or dead.  And he clearly says that 
ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  IŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ 
that a person is saved by works (he has already clearly asserted in 
1:17-18 that salvation is a gracious gift from God).  He is saying that 
there is a kind of apparent faith that is dead and does not save (vv. 
14, 17, 20, 24, 26).  It is possible James was writing to Jewish 
Christians who had embraced the mistaken notion that since 
ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ǘƻ 
a mere mental assent to the facts about Christ.
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The truth that James emphasizes in this text is that what we 
do reveals who we are.  He is not speaking simply of beliefs and 
intentions in general, but of the foundational belief of saving faith.  
¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊ 
and Lord is evidenced more by what a person does than by what he 
claims.  As you study the passage, ask God to give you insight into the 
important relationship between faith and works, and to help you 
have a living faith.
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Faith:  James does not mention a particular kind of faith, but the 
context indicates that it refers to acknowledging the basic truths of 
the gospel.  A person making such a claim would believe in such 
things as the existence of God, Scripture as the Word of God, and, 
presumably, in the messiahship of Christ and in His atoning death, 
resurrection, and ascension.  In any case, the theological orthodoxy 
ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ 
works.  The verb form in that phrase describes someone who 
continually lacks evidence to support the claim of faith he routinely 
makes.
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Å2:14 ςWhat good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΚ /ŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǎŀǾŜ 
anyone? 

Å2:15 ςSuppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or 
clothing, 

Å2:16 ςand you ǎŀȅΣ άDƻƻŘ-bye and have a good day; stay warm and 
Ŝŀǘ ǿŜƭƭέτōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴȅ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
What good does that do?

Å2:17 ςSo you ǎŜŜΣ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ 
good deeds, it is dead and useless.
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Å2:18 ςNow someone Ƴŀȅ ŀǊƎǳŜΣ ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΤ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΦέ .ǳǘ L ǎŀȅΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΚ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŘŜŜŘǎΦέ

Å2:19 ςYou say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. 
Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in 
terror. 

Å2:20 ςHow foolishΗ /ŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƛǎ 
useless?




